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about words that start with 
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are found in words such as 
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reader to think of several 
other words that also start 
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reader add these words to a 
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Wačhípi 
Oíyokiphi kiŋ

A woman makes 
traditional baskets 
(left) and another 
woman grinds corn 
using traditional tools.

The Powwow Beat |  Shared Reading

1211

At powwows, people enjoy Native 

American foods such as corn soup, 

buffalo burgers, and fry bread. They 

can buy colorful pottery, jewelry, and 

other Indian crafts.

Powwow, powwow. Eat at a powwow.

 Wačhípi él Ikčé Oyáte kiŋ ítaŋyaŋ 
tȟóuŋpi gluónihaŋpi na tuwé kiŋ 
slol’íč’iyape ló/kštó. Wačhí po/pe! 
Wačhí po/pe! Oíyokiphi káǧa po/pe.
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Čhaŋkábubupi. Khilígliya wačhípi. 
Wápaha tóna kamnímniyaŋ hé.
Lé kičhíčhopi héčha he?

Native Americans greet each other at powwows.

It’s a powwow!
Native Americans gather together at 

festive powwows. They sing, dance, and 

honor the Indian way of life. They meet 

old friends and make new ones.
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Groups of men and women dance. Boys 

and girls dance, too. Dances may be fast 

and exciting or slow and flowing. 

Powwow, powwow. Dance at a powwow. 

Dancers step to the lively music.

Wókȟoyake kiŋ wígmuŋke s’e líla oówa óta 
uŋ káǧapi. Na húŋȟ wapȟégnaka úŋpi; pȟešá 
naíŋš wíyaka ešá.Others  Na wókȟoyake kiŋ 
óta šiná naíŋš okáswu naíŋš snásna naíŋš 
pšitȟó aíkȟowake.

Wačhí po/pe! Wačhí po/pe!Snásna 
wačhí po/pe!

Snásna kiŋ lená itéšniyaŋ máza uŋ káǧapi.
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Drums pound. Dancers twirl. Flags wave.

Is this a party?

Wačhí wičháša núm wókičhiyakápi.

Hiyá; wačhípi héčha!
Lakȟóta na Ikčé Oyáte óta wačhípi 
ektá šna iglúwitayapi. Lowáŋpi na 
wačhípi na tȟóuŋpi kiŋ gluónihaŋpi. 
Akhé waŋkíčhiglakapi naíŋš 
ótȟokaheya atákičhiyapi.
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Wičháša wačhípi na wíŋyaŋ wačhípi. Nakúŋ 
hokšíla na wičhíŋčala kȟó wačhípi. 
Oȟ’áŋkȟoya wačhípi naíŋš watóhaŋl šna 
ȟ’aŋhíya wačhípi.

Wačhí po/pe! Wačhí po/pe! Waná 
wačhípi iyéhaŋtu weló/kštó.

Wikȟóškalaka waŋ šiná yuhá wačhí.

The dancers’ outfits look like the  

colors of a rainbow. Some dancers 

wear feathery headpieces. Others  

wear outfits with fringes, beads, metal 

cones, and shawls.

Powwow, powwow. Jingle at a powwow.

The jingle dress has real pieces of metal sewn on it.
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Most powwows start with a grand entry. 

Flags of the Indian tribe that is hosting 

the powwow and flags from the visiting 

tribes are brought in. Everyone in the 

crowd stands. The powwow beat begins. 

Powwow, powwow. Parade at a powwow.

Grand entry at Kamloops 
Powwow in British 
Columbia, Canada

1891 k’uŋ héhaŋ, Montana él, Šahíyela eyá Ómaha 
Wačhípi Tȟáŋka él ópȟapi.

1962 k ’uŋ héhaŋ, Illinois él, wačhí wičháša na 
wíŋyaŋ 250 mak ó pašpe 10 etáŋhaŋpi čha wačhípi.

Wačhípi wičhóȟ’aŋ kiŋháŋ 
eháŋnitaŋhaŋ hiyú.Leháŋl, Khéya Wíta 
Makȟóčhe él ówaŋčaya wačhípi 
yuhápi.  Na tuwé k’éyaš úpi okíhipi.

The Powwow Beat |  Shared Reading

87

Now the drumming begins. A group of 

men surround a large drum. They pound 

the drum together. 

Powwow, powwow. Drum at a powwow. 

Northern Cree drum group at the Red Mountain Eagle Powwow 
in Arizona

Ȟ’okȟá kiŋ ótakiya lowáŋpi.

8

Čhaŋkábupi kiŋ ičáǧeya, ȟ’okȟá kiŋ 
lowáŋpi. Oyáte óta léčhel šna lowáŋpi. 
Olówaŋ húŋȟ eháŋni káǧapi na húŋȟ 
leháŋl káǧapi.

Lowáŋ po/pe! Lowáŋ po/pe!

Olówaŋ yawáŋkal éyaya po/pe.
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Wačhípi ótaȟča él Ikpázo Thimá Hiyúpi 
yukȟé. Lé ičhúŋhaŋ, oyáte tȟawápaha kiŋ 
iyúha thimá aúpi naháŋ akíčhita wápaha hená 
nakúŋ. Čháŋšna, wawáŋyaŋke kiŋ iyúha woslá 
nážiŋpi. Čháŋčheǧa kiŋ íčat’a kabúpi.

Wačhí po/pe! Wačhí po/pe! Waná 
thimá hiyúpe ló/kštó.

Kamloops Wačhípi (BC, 
Uŋčíyapi Makȟóčhe) 
ektá, ikpázo thimá 
hiyúpi.

The Cheyennes in Montana dance at the Great Omaha 
powwow in 1891.

Over 250 Native American dancers from 10 states 
participate at a powwow in Illinois in 1962.

Powwows began long ago. Today, 

powwows take place in towns and 

cities all across North America. 

Everyone is welcome to attend.

The Powwow Beat |  Shared Reading

87

Arizona él, Ȟé Šá Waŋblí Wačhípi ektá, Maštíŋča Oyáte ȟ’okȟá 
okȟólakičhiye kiŋ čhaŋkábupi na lowáŋpi

Waná akhé čháŋčheǧa apȟápi. H’okȟá 
wičháša eyá čháŋčheǧa ohómni 
yaŋkápi. Ptáyečaska čhaŋkábupi.

Wačhí po/pe! Wačhí po/pe! 
Waná čháŋčheǧa apȟápi.

Singers chant many different songs.

8

Singers sing to the beat of the drum. 

Many tribes may join in singing the songs. 

Some songs are old and others are new.

Powwow, powwow.  at a powwow.
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Wíŋyaŋ waŋ psawógnake 
waŋ napíkčeya káǧa-he 
(čhatkáyataŋhaŋ) na 
wíŋyaŋ tȟókča waŋ ikčéya 
wagmíza yukpáŋ-he
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Wačhípi ektá, Ikčé Oyáte tȟawóyute óta uŋ 
wówičhak’upi naíŋš wíyopȟeyapi; wagmíza 
waháŋpi naíŋš tȟatȟáŋka tȟaló, wígli uŋ káǧapi, 
na kákheškhe.  Na táku óta hél opȟétȟuŋ phičá; 
wakšúpi naíŋš wípatȟapi, wanáp’iŋ, owíŋla, na 
wakáǧapi očháže óta nakúŋ. Wóta po/pe! Wóta 
po/pe! Táku waštéšte óta yeló/kštó.

Native Americans proudly celebrate 

their culture and history at powwows.

Powwow, powwow. Smiles at a powwow. 
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