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Introduction
When we think of Thanksgiving,
we think of turkeys. 
Did you know that wild turkeys live
across most of the United States? 
Wild turkeys are amazing! 
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Conclusion
Ben Franklin thought the wild turkey
should be our national bird.
Wild turkeys are big, fast, 
colorful, and strong.

Wild turkeys are amazing, 
and that’s that!

Wičhóiye

Ben Franklin
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Okášpe Tȟokáhe
Wóphila Aŋpétu awíuŋyukčaŋpi čháŋna, 
waglékšuŋ wičhúŋkiksuyapi.
Waglékšuŋ kiŋháŋ Khéya Wíta él 
sitómniyaŋ oúŋyaŋpi. Hé ayábleza he? 
Waglékšuŋ kiŋháŋ áta khilípi!
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Okášpe Eháke
Benjamin Franklin waglékšuŋ kiŋ 
Míla Háŋska tȟa-zíŋtkala kiŋ é 
waštéka kéčhiŋ.
 Ičhíŋ waglékšuŋ kiŋ tȟáŋkapi na 
waš’ákapi na oówa ótapi. 

Waglékšuŋ kiŋháŋ áta 
khilípi, iŋčhéye!

Glossary
amazing (adj.) causing great wonder  

or surprise (p. 4)

colorful (adj.) full of color or having  
many colors (p. 9)

feathers (n.) the soft, fluffy parts of a bird 
that cover its body and  
make up its tail (p. 6)

speeds (n.) the rates at which something 
moves or happens (p. 8)

striped (adj.) having bands of color (p. 9)

strong (adj.) powerful (p. 13)

tail (n.) a body part that sticks out from 
the back end of an animal (p. 6)

turkeys (n.) large birds with nearly bald 
heads that are often raised  
for their meat (p. 4)

wild (adj.) in a natural state; not controlled 
by humans (p. 4)

Ben Franklin
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Waglékšuŋ Íŋskokečapi
Waglékšuŋ kiŋ líla tȟáŋkapi. 
Húŋȟ siíyutȟapi tópa heháŋkčapi. 
Na húŋȟ tkeíyutȟapi wikčémna núm 
sáŋm iyáyapi. 

Male wild turkeys can puff up
their feathers.
They spread their tail feathers, 
making a fan that can be 4 feet 
(1.2 m) across.

That’s pretty amazing, 
but that’s not all . . .

[Caption:] Wild turkeys have big feet. They use 
them to scratch for seeds and nuts to eat.

Male wild turkeys puff up 
their feathers to show off 
for females.

Wakȟáŋyeža waŋží waníyetu 

šakówiŋ čha toháŋkeča kiŋ 

waglékšuŋ húŋȟ íŋš-eya 

heháŋkčapi!

Only male turkeys 
“gobble.”
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Turkey History
Wild turkeys live in many parts of North 
America, but not long ago, turkeys were 
in trouble. People had hunted them 
until they were almost gone.

Čhaŋkhé oyáte húŋȟ niwíčhayapi 
kta škíŋčiyapi. Na waglékšuŋ kiŋ 
akhé iglúotapi.  Na leháŋl akhé 
líla ótapi!Hé khilí iŋčhéye? Na 
hečéla šni…

Makȟóčhe owápi kiŋ lé tuktél 
tȟóša kiŋ hél waglékšuŋ 
yukȟáŋpi.

United States

Mexico

Canada

GULF OF 
MEXICO

ATLANTIC 
OCEAN

PACIFIC 
OCEAN
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Turkey Size
Wild turkeys are huge. 
Some are 4 feet (1.2 m) tall. 
Some weigh more than 20 pounds
(9 kg).

Waglékšuŋ bloká kiŋ wíyaka kiŋ átaya 
nabláȟkiyapi okíhipi. 
Na siŋtúpi kiŋ ičálu s’e nabláȟkiyapi 

okíhipi. Húŋȟ siŋtépi kiŋ siíyutȟapi tópa 
wahéhaŋkčapi. 

Hé khilí iŋčhéye? Na hečéla šni…

[Caption:] Wild turkeys have big feet. They use 
them to scratch for seeds and nuts to eat.

Bloká kiŋ wíyaka nabláȟkiyapi k’uŋ hé 
wíŋyela kiŋ wičhítȟokab ikpázopi kta čha 
héčhuŋpi. 

Wild turkeys can be as tall 

as some seven-year-olds!
Bloká kiŋ ečéla 

hóniskosko hotȟúŋpi. 
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Eháŋni
Eháŋni, waglékšuŋ kiŋ ówaŋčaya 
úŋpi. Yuŋkȟáŋ oyáte kiŋ líla eháš 
wičhákhuwapi kač’úŋ wičhákasotapi 
tkȟá.

People worked to save wild turkeys.
The number of wild turkeys grew. 
They made a great comeback!

That’s pretty amazing, 
but that’s not all . . .

The purple parts of this map show 
where wild turkeys now live.
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Mexico
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Lúzahaŋpi 
Waglékšuŋ kiŋháŋ oȟ’áŋkȟopi. 
Oápȟe waŋží imáhel makhíyutȟapi 
wikčémna núm sáŋm záptaŋ 
íŋyaŋkapi okíhipi. 

Wild turkeys can fly at speeds
of 55 miles (89 km) per hour— 
as fast as a car on a highway.

That’s pretty amazing, 
but that’s not all . . .

Wild turkeys fly up to 
tree branches, where 
they rest at night.

Wičháša waŋží é na waglékšuŋ 

waŋží khiíŋyaŋkapi háŋtaŋš, 

waglékšuŋ kiŋ ohíyiŋ kta načhéče. 

Turkeys run or walk more often than they fly.
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Turkey Colors
Wild turkeys are colorful. 
Their feathers can be black, brown, 
orange, or striped. 
Some feathers shine in shades of red,
green, and gold.

Waglékšuŋ bloká pȟá kiŋ šápi 
naíŋš skápi naíŋš tȟópi. 
Waglékšuŋ waŋží iyúškiŋ naíŋš 
nihíŋčiye háŋtaŋ, oówa kiŋ 
natȟókeča. Hé khilí iŋčhéye? 
Na hečéla šni…

Watóhaŋl šna waglékšuŋ waŋží pȟá kiŋ šá na ská 
na nakúŋ tȟó.

Five different kinds of 

wild turkeys live in the 

United States. They all 

look a little different.
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Turkey Speeds
Wild turkeys are fast.
They can run 25 miles (40 km) per hour.

Waglékšuŋ kiŋ oápȟe waŋží 
imáhel makhíyutȟapi 
wikčémna záptaŋ sáŋm 
záptaŋ kiŋyáŋpi okíhipi.

Hé khilí iŋčhéye? Na hečéla 
šni…

Eyášna waglékšuŋ kiŋ 
alétka ektá kiŋyáŋpi na 
šna čhaŋwáŋkal haŋópta 
asníkiyapi. 

If a person had a race with 

a wild turkey, the turkey 

would probably win.

Waglékšuŋ kiŋ mánipi naíŋš íŋyaŋkapi s‛a, na wáŋlwaŋčala kiŋyáŋpi. 
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Oówa Tókčapi
Waglékšuŋ kiŋháŋ oówa ótapi. 
Wíyaka kiŋ sápapi na ǧípi na zíšapi 
na glegléǧapi. Na ȟúŋȟ owálwatapi 
čha šápi naíŋš tȟózipi naíŋš 
mázaskazipi s’eléčheča. 

A male wild turkey’s head can be 
red, white, or blue.
The color changes when the turkey 
is excited or upset.

That’s pretty amazing, 
but that’s not all . . . 

Sometimes a wild turkey’s head is red, white, and blue 
at the same time.

Khéya Wíta makȟóčhe 

imáhel waglékšuŋ owé 

záptaŋ úŋpi, na iyúha 

kitáŋla íčhitȟokčapi. 
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Eháŋni
Eháŋni, waglékšuŋ kiŋ ówaŋčaya 
úŋpi. Yuŋkȟáŋ oyáte kiŋ líla eháš 
wičhákhuwapi kač’úŋ wičhákasotapi 
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People worked to save wild turkeys.
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Okášpe Tȟokáhe
Wóphila Aŋpétu awíuŋyukčaŋpi čháŋna, 
waglékšuŋ wičhúŋkiksuyapi.
Waglékšuŋ kiŋháŋ Khéya Wíta él 
sitómniyaŋ oúŋyaŋpi. Hé ayábleza he? 
Waglékšuŋ kiŋháŋ áta khilípi!

Wild Turkeys  |  Shared Reading

1413

Okášpe Eháke
Benjamin Franklin waglékšuŋ kiŋ 
Míla Háŋska tȟa-zíŋtkala kiŋ é 
waštéka kéčhiŋ.
 Ičhíŋ waglékšuŋ kiŋ tȟáŋkapi na 
waš’ákapi na oówa ótapi. 

Waglékšuŋ kiŋháŋ áta 
khilípi, iŋčhéye!

Glossary
amazing (adj.) causing great wonder  

or surprise (p. 4)

colorful (adj.) full of color or having  
many colors (p. 9)

feathers (n.) the soft, fluffy parts of a bird 
that cover its body and  
make up its tail (p. 6)

speeds (n.) the rates at which something 
moves or happens (p. 8)

striped (adj.) having bands of color (p. 9)

strong (adj.) powerful (p. 13)

tail (n.) a body part that sticks out from 
the back end of an animal (p. 6)

turkeys (n.) large birds with nearly bald 
heads that are often raised  
for their meat (p. 4)

wild (adj.) in a natural state; not controlled 
by humans (p. 4)

Ben Franklin
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Conclusion
Ben Franklin thought the wild turkey
should be our national bird.
Wild turkeys are big, fast, 
colorful, and strong.

Wild turkeys are amazing, 
and that’s that!

Wičhóiye

Ben Franklin

sitómniyaŋ (wóškaŋokiye) – ówaŋčaya; tuktétu 
k’éyaš. (o. 4)

owálwatA (wóčhažókiye) – oówa óta na mahétaŋhaŋ 
iléȟleǧe s’eléčheča. (o. 9)

wíyaka (wóčhaže) – ziŋtkála kiŋháŋ híŋ yukȟáŋpi šni 
na ečháŋleš wíyaka akáȟpapi. (o. 6)

oápȟe (wóčhaže) – wáŋčačhaŋ imáhel oápȟe wikčémna 
núm sáŋm tópa yukȟé. (o. 8)

glegléǧa (wóčhažókiye) – oówa núm uŋmá tȟóktȟok 
yaŋké. (o. 9)

waš’ákA (wóčhažókiye) – kȟaŋíyuwi tȟaŋkíŋkiŋyaŋ 
yukȟé; húŋkešni šni. (o. 13)

siŋtúpi (wóčhaže) – ziŋtkála kiŋháŋ tȟaŋčháŋ él uŋzé 
kiŋ ečhíyataŋhaŋ lé yukȟáŋpi. (o. 6)

waglékšuŋ (wóčhaže) – ziŋtkála tȟáŋka héčhapi na 
pȟešlápi; Wóphila Aŋpétu čháŋšna wičhúŋyutapi. (o. 4)

bloká (wóčhaže) – wamákȟaškaŋ naíŋš ziŋtkála 
hokšíla/wičháša. (o. 6)
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